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Fishing for famlly fun in Victoria

City easily
charms klds
and parents

JODY ROBBINS
FOR THE CALGARY HERALD

y hands reek of fish as I
pass them one at a time
to my excitable daughter.

She gleefully tosses the frozen
treats into the Pacific Ocean for
the seals to gobble up. As much as
I'd like to, I can’t complain. She’s
having a ball and I'm getting the
family vacation I wanted.

If you're like me, when shopping
for a family holiday you're looking
for value; an inexpensive destina-
tion that’s close by yet different
enough from your hometown.

Most importantly, it needs to be
tolerable with tots in tow. That’s
why we often choose Victoria.

You can, of course, visit the
obvious tourist attractions along
Victoria’s picturesque Inner
Harbour and make the requisite
trip to Buchart Gardens, which
is particularly popular when in
need of a bit of green. Some sites
are worth it, but with a family it
can quickly add up. Here are two
favourite, affordable spots in and
around the City of Gardens.

Oak Bay

About a 15-minute drive away
from downtown Victoria lies
quaint Oak Bay. This collage of

villages offers family activities
that are off the beaten tourist
path, yet well loved by locals.

In Estevan Village, you’ll dis-
cover that tea time isn’t just for
old ladies in outlandish hats. At
Crumsby’s, kids can partake of the
Children’s Tea Party that includes
their beverage of choice in a tea-
pot with mini cups and saucers
and cupcakes served up on a tray
for $5. The cafe bursts with toys
to occupy the younger set while
grown-ups can sip their barista
coffee and munch on raspberry
spelt scones drizzled with agave
while viewing the framed works
of art on display by local children.

After tea, browse among the
posh shops in the village in-
cluding Buddies Toys, a lovely
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Eve Pigat holds up a whale bone at the Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre.

independent toy store. If hunger
strikes again, stroll over to Wil-
lows Galley for freshly fried sea-
food on the corner of Estevan and
Dunlev. We took ours wrapped

in newsprint to Willows beach

— just three blocks away — for

a picnic. With stunning views of
the Olympic Mountains, includ-
ing the dormant volcano, Mount
Baker, families can while away
the day along its shallow and pro-
tected waters or burn off energy
in the shaded playground.

Then it’s a quick walk or drive
south on Beach Drive to the Oak
Bay Marina. There, dads can gaze
longingly at the sailboats and
imagine life on the coast while
moms and kids feed resident
seals frozen fish from the marina
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My first impression after board-
ing Royal Caribbean’s Radiance of
the Seas in Victoria was that the
ship was being decommissioned.

While the outside of the ship
had not changed, at that point, the
inside public areas were virtually
gutted.

It turned out that Radiance, the
oldest in of the Radiance Class
ships, was being remodelled — re-
furbishing is a word that does not
do it justice.

Built in 2001, the 2,500-passen-
ger ship was taking on many of
the successful features you will
find on Oasis of the Seas and Al-
lure of the Seas, the two biggest
cruise ships in the world.

It can take months to remodel
a home. However, when you have
$30 million to spend and 1,000
workers at your service, you
would be amazed at what can be
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CRUISE SELLOFFS!!

ALL PRICES PER PERSON IN US $$ INCLUDING AIR, PORT CHARGES, GOVT/FEES & TAXES
FULL TRANSIT P. CANAL (Balcony) 15 Day...

WE HAVE TOO MANY SPECIALS TO LIST, CALL US TODAY!

ﬁ Cruise— NLBERTA'S LARGEST CRUISE AGENCY!

1-800-583-7245 Maureen, David & Jason Jenkins,

Owners/Managers
OPEN SAT 9-5, CLOSED SUN  www.CruiseVacationsinc.com

Best of Italy Tour

+ Salzburg & Vienna, Austria

Rome - Pompeii - Amalfi Coast -
Florence - Pisa - Verona - Venice

15Days  September14,2011  from $2298*

Enjoy three days in Rome with an included city tour of Ancient
Rome and tour of the Vatican and Sistine Chapel. Two nights
in Sorrento allows included sightseeing of the excavations of
famous Pompeii and a tour of the beautiful coastal drive of
Amalfi and the cliffs. Your next two nights are in the Tuscany
region with included sightseeing in Florence, Pisa and Verona
followed by two nights in Venice with sightseeing. Next,
Austria with two nights in Mozart’s birthplace Salzburg
with a Sound of Music excursion and two nights in Vienna,
Austria with a city tour and Danube River Cruise. Includes 12
breakfasts, 9 dinners & English-speaking escort throughout.
*Per person, double occupancy. Airfare s extra.
VARY" Call for detalls & |t|nerary
« 1WA a s a week

vacations _800-736-7300

It's time to travel

accomplished in only 21 days.

When you add up the projects,
there were 1,000, some lasting
a few days, others lasting a few
hours. With military precision,
the Victoria Shipyard made it on
time for the remodelled ship’s
first cruise to Alaska on June 10.
This was also a chance for the
yard to show off to the federal
government, in hopes of getting a
piece of the $35 billion earmarked
for new and remodelled ships for
the navy, and beyond, over the
next few decades.

Radiance of the Seas was also
being remodelled to save money.
With new paint on the bottom of
its hull and a few changes to the
propulsion system, it will save
5,500 gallons of fuel a week.

This makeover is all part of the
“Royal Advantage” program being
undertaken for older members of
Royal Caribbean’s fleet.

Radiance added seven new
restaurants during its stay in
dry dock. Samba’s, a Brazilian
Churrascaria-style restaurant —
think meat — is $25 for dinner only.
Giovanni’s Table, for family Italian
dining, is $15 for lunch and $20 for
dinner. Izumi, fashionably Asian

Voyage of the
Glaciers Grand
Adventure
AUGUST 10 — 24, 2011
VANCOUVER ROUNDTRIP

Was $2176 Now $1259

Greek Isles &
Mediterranean
OCTOBER 7 — 19, 2011
ROME TO VENICE

Was $2247 Now $1794

Fusion, has a la carte pricing. The
Park Cafe deli, the “Dog House”
for those who love hotdogs, the
Quill and Compass Pub, and Rita’s
Cantina’s, a Mexican restaurant,
are included in your cruise price.
Also opening will be the Chef’s
Table, at $95, one of the most ex-
pensive restaurants at sea and with
room for only 16 guests each night.
You get five courses and wine.
When it heads south for the
winter, Radiance of the Seas will
have a series of itineraries that
include 12-night trips from Sydney
to the South Pacific, including
Noumea, Vanuatu and New Cale-
donia, as well as the traditional
14-night cruises to New Zealand.
As for what it costs to cruise
on this remodelled Radiance,
here’s one example: Vancouver to
Seward (Anchorage), seven days,

Sept. 2, $739.

VISIT PORTSANDBOWS.COM FOR DAILY
UPDATES ON THE LATEST CRUISE NEWS, BEST
DEALS AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES STORIES
FROM THE INDUSTRY. YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP
FOR AN E-MAIL NEWSLETTER ON THE
SITE FOR EVEN MORE CRUISE INFORMATION.
PHIL CAN BE CONTACTED DIRECTLY AT
PORTSANDBOWS(@GMAIL.COM.

Eastern Caribbean
DECEMBER 28 — JANUARY 7, 2012
FORT LAUDERDALE ROUNDTRIP

Was $2372 Now $1299

Caribbean/Panama
Canal

DECEMBER 19, 2011

FORT LAUDERDALE ROUNDTRIP

Was $2593 Now $1 579

If You Go

Bl Oak Bay: www.oakbaytourism.
com

B Crumsby’s: www.crumsbys.
com

B Oak Bay Marina:www.oakbay-
marina.com

B Ottavio’s: www.ottaviovictoria.
com

W Sidney: http://www.sidney.ca/
Visitors.htm

B Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre:
www.oceandiscovery.ca

B Mineral World: www.mineral-
world.ca

W Fish on Fifth: http://www.
fishon5th.com/Welcome.html

B Cedarwood Motel: http://
thecedarwood.ca/

freezer. If there’s still time left

in the day, head over to Oak Bay
Avenue to peruse the quaint high
street shops and galleries and cap
it off with an antipasto platter at
Ottavio’s, voted Vancouver Is-
land’s best deli.

Sidney

If you've been to the island,
you’ve likely bypassed Sidney, the
location of both the airport and
ferry terminal. But this unpreten-
tious seaside town is worth the
stop, especially for families.

Kids will be hooked upon entry
at the Shaw Ocean Discovery Cen-
tre. Access requires descending in
a tricked out elevator that invokes
a submarine being submerged into
the sea. The floor rumbles, lights
flash and all the bells and whistles
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go off until a moment later you've
arrived at sea level.

The aquarium, devoted to dis-
covering the recently renamed
Salish Sea, offers more than
the usual tanks and fish feed-
ing frenzy. Kids interact with
the ocean through a number of
different stations including mi-
croscopes to watch minuscule
marine life.

Across the street, pop into
Mineral World and dig in their
Scratch Patch for polished stones
or wander down Beacon Av-
enue and discover why Sidney is
known as Canada’s Booktown.

Head in the opposite direction,
towards the ocean, to find the
Satellite Fish Co. The invigorat-
ing, pungent smell of sea air slaps
your face as you walk along the
pier and into this fish monger for
daily fresh catches including crab
at reasonable prices. These fisher-
men know how to pack for travel,
so be sure to stock up here before
flying home.

If you prefer your catch cooked,
do as the local’s do and eat at Fish
on Fifth, a relaxed neighbourhood
joint that welcomes families with
high chairs and a kids menu. There
are options for fried or grilled fish,
including wild salmon and who
doesn’t love clam strips?

Stay at the family run Cedar-
wood Motel as our family has
done for more than 30 years.
Rates start at $95 for a basic room
in off-season, to $229 in summer
for a deluxe suite kitted out with
ajet tub, fireplace and balcony
overlooking the ocean.

49 549 549

London

one way, exc taxes

LEATHER SEATS ¢ CHILD DISCOUNTS «
SEAT BACK TV’S (SELECTED FLIGHTS) « MOST GENEROUS ECONOMY LEGROOM

1-866-815-5088

Manchester

one way, exc faxes

Glasgow

one way, exc taxes

PREMIUM/CLUB CLASS UPGRADES

canadianaffair.ca

Lowest fare shown, subject to availability. Prices exclude taxes & surcharges. Available for selected dates in June 2011.
Taxes $227. Fares are one way based on roundtrip travel. Terms & Conditions apply. Reg in BC #32410

VISIT BEIJING, XIAN, YANGTZE RIVER
CRUISE, SUZHOU, WUXI, HANGZHOU
& SHANGHAI

Departure Dates:

Jul.5, Sep. 6,13, Oct. 4,18, Nov.1,15.  INSAAG
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+ AIRPORT TAXES

VISIT BEIJING, XIAN, SHANGHAI &
HONG KONG

Departure Dates:
Nov. 06, 2011 & Mar.10, 2012

OLIDA ANCOUVER ¢ BPCPA 29

SERVING
NORTH AMERICA
SINCE 1396

| CRUISE, GUILIN, HONG KONG
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BEIJING, XIAN, HANGZHOU, WUXI,
SUZHOU, SHANGHAI, YANGTZE RIVER

Departure Dates:
Jul. 10, Sep. 18, Oct. 4, 9, 16, 30.
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HANOI HA LONG BAY, HOI ANN,
SAIGON, CUCHI TOWN, MY THO, s
SIEM REAP, PHOM PENH 3899
Departure Dates: -+ ARPORT TAXES
Oct. 30 & Nov. 15
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PRINCESS CRUISES

escape completely:

Rates in Canadian dollars based on double occupancy. Subject to availability at time of booking. Ship’s registry Bahamas.

Experience

@AMATravel

WEST 9938 — 170 Street | KINGSWAY 11220 — 109th Street

Cruise Specialist 1-866-989-6594 | AMATravel.ca/Cruise

Transatlantlc

Caribbean

18 nights; Oct 23, 2011

Incl. roundtrip Calgary air, 1
nt hotel, 17 nt cruise & taxes
Rome, Monte Carlo, Barcelona,
Cartagena, Malaga, Seville, Porti-
mao, Lisbon, Madeira, Ft Lauderdale
AMENITIES: $50 pp shipboard
credit & Pinnacle Grill dinner.

ASK ABOUT EXTENDING THE
CRUISE BY 10 DAYS!

Panama Canal
21 nights; Sept 23, 2011

Incl. air from Calgary, 1 nt
hotel, 20 nt cruise & taxes
Vancouver, Astoria, San Diego,
Cabo San Lucas, Pt Vallarta,
Huatulco, Pt Chiapas, Guate-
mala, Costa Rica, Columbia,
Bahamas, Ft Lauderdale
AMENITIES: $50 pp shipboard credit,
Pinnacle Grill dinner and more.

ASK ABOUT OUR “SUITE” DEAL

South Pacific

36 nights; Sept 23, 2011

Incl. air from Calgary, 2 nts
hotel, 34 nt cruise & taxes

Vancouver, Astoria, Hawaii

(3 islands), Fanning Island,
Cook Islands, French Polyne-
sia (5 islands), San Diego
AMENITIES INCLUDE $50 pp shipboard
credit, Pinnacle Grill dinner & more.
INCLUDES 2 NIGHTS PRE CRUISE AT
THE FAIRMONT HOTEL, VANCOUVER

16 nights; Nov 18, 2011

Includes air from Calgary,
2 nights hotel, 14 night
cruise & taxes

Ft Lauderdale, Grand Turk,
San Juan, St Maarten,
Bahamas, Curacao, Bonaire

AMENITIES: $50 pp shipboard credit
and Pinnacle Grill dinner

GREAT DEALS ON MANY MORE
CARIBBEAN SAILINGS!

ms Noordam

| _insioe || BALCONY |

$2699.. *2999..
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CruisePlus

ms Zuiderdam

*3049'... *3799..

oceanview Il BaLcony

ms Westerdam

| _insipe__J| BALCONY |

*4799'.. $6649..

| _msioe _J| BALcONY

ms Westerdam

52399, *2699..

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS ON ALL HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISES -
PLEASE ASK US FOR A QUOTE!

BOOK TODAY!

1-800-854-9664 or visit
www.cruiseplus.ca

‘@ Holland America Line

of Excellence

A Signature

* New bookings only. Prices are per person based on 2 sharing and subject to availability at the time of booking. Fuel surcharges (if rein-
stated by the cruise lines) are not included: PRICES INCLUDE CRUISE & AIR TAXES. These taxes are subject to additional costs
should the airlines or cruise line increase them after booking. Ships registry: Netherlands. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPA #3325-0

value with annual multi-trip plans:

® no age limit

e deductible from $0 to $10,000

® 24/7 access to qualified physicians
(in select U.S. cities)

Best Value

Every vacation needs

Tranquility

Whether you're travelling outside of Alberta, to the United States or overseas,
even the smallest injury or illness can be devastating. Protect yourself with
emergency travel medical insurance while travelling, and receive the best

* new BounceBack coverage protects
you in the case of hospitalization
or death of an immediate family
member or a disaster at your home,
for only $50 per person

TRAVEL MEDICAL INSURANCE

Annual Plan If purchased at
with unlimited | daily rate for2x | SAVE
15 day trips* 15 day trips**
Per Person $73 $97.20 $24.20
Per Family $164.25 $218.70 $54.45
Tranquility Experience

@AMATravel

More than a destination

Prices based on 30-49 age group. Family rate consists of two adults and dependant children. Prices are subject to change.
*Unlimited 15 day trips — unlimited number of trips in one year, up to 15 days each. *
daily rate for 2 trips, up to 15 days each. Underwritten by The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (Manulife Financial)

*2 x 15 day trips — price if purchased at

1-866-989-6595 | ama.ab.ca/Travel-Insurance



